DOG BITE PREVENTION 

HEALTH 1 + 2 OBJECTIVES MET (Grade K-3)
· Examine and apply initial steps (i.e., Stop, Think, Do) for making basic choices 
· Recognize potential safety risks in community “play areas” and determine safe practices/behaviors to identify, assess, and reduce the risks. 
· Examine social and personal meanings of “respect” and establish ways to show respect for self, persons, living things, possessions, and the environment
· Evaluate safe behaviors/practices to increase the safety of self and others while at home. 

What does respect mean?
· Respect means treating people the way you want to be treated 
· Respect means treating people in a way that makes them feel important and cared for 
· Respect is being nice to each other
· Respect is sharing your things with others 
· Respect is giving everyone a turn 
· Respect is being suuuuper quiet when someone else is talking 
· Respect is always saying “please” when you ask for something and “thank you” when someone gives you something 
· Respect is helping others 
Respect feels good!
· It feels good to be respected by others 
· And it feels good to be respectful of others 
We all deserve respect.. EVEN the animals around us deserve respect! 
· Even though animals can’t talk, they CAN feel all the same emotions as we can 
· They can feel sad or happy or scared or upset just like us 
· Have you ever fallen off your bike and had a painful bruise or scratch after? Well animals can feel pain like that too! 
· So we NEED to be kind to animals because they can get just as hurt as we can and they can feel the same things that we can feel 
How can we show respect to animals? (Incorporate my own dog into the video and show each of these actions) 
· We can make sure that they always get the right amount of food and that they always have water 
· We can make sure that we never yell at them or hit them 
· We can use our inside voice when we talk to them and avoid making loud noises so that we don’t scare them 
· We can keep their homes clean 
· We can take them to see the veterinarian when they’re sick 
· We can take them for regular walks and let them play outside 
· We can approach them slowly and calmly 
· We can be very gentle when we handle them or pet them 
· We can make sure that we always ask the owner if we can pet their animal before doing so 
· We can give them their personal space and never put our faces too close to theirs 
· We can give pets privacy when they’re sleeping or eating 
· We can avoid ever pulling on their ears or their tail 
· We can avoid jumping, climbing or lying on top of them 
· Always ask before 
· We can always greet an animal appropriately (show on the video with my own dog)  
· Ask an adult 
· Let the dog approach + smell your hands  
· Back or side of body toward the dog + don’t make eye contact 
· Pet their shoulder or chest, not their face 
A big part of respecting all of the animals around us is to never approach or touch any animal that isn’t ours without the permission of an adult first 

Did you know that respecting dogs is the first step to keeping us safe and helps prevent us from being bitten?

Dogs that we know, but don’t respect might bite us.
Any dog that approaches you that you don’t know could bite you. 

· u
What should you do if a dog that you don’t know approaches you in the community?

STEP #1: STOP MOVING + REMAIN CALM 

STEP #2: TURN YOUR FACE AWAY FROM THE DOG

STEP #3: LOOK AT THE GROUND AND AVOID EYE CONTACT WITH THE DOG 

STEP #4: KEEP YOUR ARMS BY YOUR SIDE 

STEP #5: COUNT IN YOUR HEAD UNTIL THE DOG LEAVES OR HELP COMES 

IF YOU GET KNOCKED OVER BY THE DOG:
· Curl up into a ball and cover your face with your arms and fists 

DO NOT:
· Run or scream 
· Wave your arms 
· Try to approach the dog 

RESPECT IS VERY IMPORTANT.
WE NEED TO RESPECT THE PEOPLE AROUND US AND THE ANIMALS AROUND US TOO!

WHEN WE RESPECT THE ANIMALS AROUND US, WE CAN PREVENT BITES! 

AND WHEN WE KNOW HOW TO RECOGNIZE AN ANIMAL THAT MIGHT BITE US, WE CAN DO WHAT WE NEED TO DO TO AVOID IT! 

STAY SAFE OUT THERE! 

