	Understanding Cat Body Language
By Megan Phillips

	Friendly
[image: ]
Ears up
Tail up
Eyes relaxed
Comes toward you
May be purring
Wants attention
*Okay to pet*
	Anxious[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Ears back
Tail down
Eyes dilated
Crouched body
Scared of something in surroundings
Remove threatening objects
*Do not approach*
	Attentive/Curious[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Ears up or forward
Eyes may be dilated
Tail neutral
Interested in object/person
May be new item/person to surroundings
*Okay to pet if cat comes to you*

	Worried/Scared[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Ears back
Tail tucked close to body
Eyes dilated
Crouched body
Curled tightly (trying to look small)
Something scary in surroundings
Remove threatening objects
*Do not approach*

	Predatory/Hunting[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Ears forward
Eyes focused on prey or toy
Tail low and twitching
Body low to ground
Determined to catch “prey”
*Do not approach, let them stay focused on the hunt*
	Trusting
[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Ears and tail relaxed
Shows belly
*This does not mean the cat wants their belly touched*
*Can pet head and back*
	Relaxed
[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Eyes may be closed
Ears and tail relaxed
May be purring
May be sleeping
*Okay to pet if awake*
*If sleeping, do not wake them up, let them sleep*
	Irritated/Annoyed
[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]
Ears back
Tail swishing rapidly
May be softly growling 
Eyes focused
Something may be bothering them
May have had enough attention
*Do not approach*

	
Green = cat is happy

Orange = cat may be unhappy

Red = cat is unhappy
	[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい]Terrified





Ears back and eyes dilated
Tail raised (trying to look big)
Fur raised
Hissing or growling
Something is really scaring them
Back off and remove any threatening objects
*Do not approach*
	Cautious/Unsure 
[image: Image result for cat tail meanings | 猫の行動, かわいい猫, 動物 かわいい] 
Ears forward
Eyes dilated
Tail held stiff
Slow determined steps
May be new object/person in surroundings
*Approach slowly*
*Okay to pet if cat comes to you*
	








Images from - https://tse3.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.ZM_u7ARjzmYO-3foI_FUgHaJL&pid=Api
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