S tips for introducing children

TO PETS

NEVER LEAVE UNATTENDED .

Acddentscan essly hgppenwhenchildren areleft donewith
pas dthe restingininjury of thechild or thepet. Ensre
encountersaredwaysupavisad for thessfety of bothchild
andpet.

INVOLVE YOUR CHILD _
Indudeyour child inthe cily tasks of caring for thefamily pet.
Taking them for awalk, desning up &fter them, fesding :
them and morecan dimulaeasense of responsiblity inyou.".
child. Thissuppartshedthy human-animd bondsinyour home::
which helpschilcren and petshave hedithy and sife :
rdaionghipslifelong.

PROVIDE A PLACE

FOR YOUR PET TO

ESCAPE
)

Teechyour pet early onthat they haveassfe gpacethey can “.
Goif they aeovawhdmed. Thiscanbeakennd, asgparate
Room, adog houss, or just agpedd Joaceinthehousewith

A oft blanket or bed. Allowing themtoretreat tothisgoece

If they areuncomfartable can hdp prevant acadentssuch as
Bitesand sratches Judt asthe pat nesdsto know wherethis
Seeceis childrenand atharsinthehomenesd to betaught to
Leavethepa doneif itisinthisgoedd goece

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT “

Teach your child to reward positive behaviour in your pets ‘
Rewards canindudetredts, petting, or encouraging words. :
Doing thisdlowsyour child to focusonwhet thepetis

doing wdll rather than punishing bad behaviours Thisis
Important o that dangerousinteractions such asbitescan

be avoided.

TEACH GENTLE HANDLING

Children can have difficulty underganding how gentleto be“
when handling an animdl. Adultsmthehomeshoulda/ach‘
rough handling so that children do not leern these :
behaviours which canleed to bites soratches orinjuring -
the pet. Demondtrate how to sy and gently srokethepet,
and how to hald them to avoid dropping or hurting them.
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